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Space is a limited resource especially in cities. Ar-
chitects are dealing with new facts such as speed 
and lightness. Thinking about the minimum offers a 
manifesto of Elementarism against oversized archi-
tecture. Small design opens up unexpected trails of 
spatial production and provides new functional flex-
ibility with spatial interoperability. Do more with 
less. The sculptor Richard Serra stated “the biggest 
break in the history of sculpture in the twentieth 
century occurred when the pedestal was removed”. 
If we relate this statement to architecture, what happens 
when the foundation is removed? With less weight, might 
it shrink? Can architecture become lighter and smaller?

Dr Cristian Suau

Director of ECOFABRICA (www.ecofab.org)
Ph.D. in Architecture | Master in Urban Design
Senior architect and project leader at the Office for 
Metropolitan Architecture (OMA), Rotterdam
Obtained several design awards in international entry 
competitions
Current research: Sustainable urban design, experi-
mental dwellings, eco-fabrication and water for sus-
tainable habitats 
Since mid-2007: researcher and teacher Architecture 
at the Welsh School of Architecture (WSA).
Leader of RECICLARQ: a design-based NGO, estab-
lished since 2005 in Barcelona  (www.reciclarq.org)

Contact

IUSD Office
University of Stuttgart
Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning
Keplerstrasse 11
70174 Stuttgart/Germany

www.iusd.uni-stuttgart.de 
info@iusd.uni-stuttgart.de
facebook.com/groups/MScIUSD

Cristian Suau
Ph.D. Architecture and Master in Urban Design
ecofab@ecofab.org

MSc 
Integrated Urbanism  
& Sustainable Design
(IUSD)

##THE POWER OF LESS##

Room 1.08   11.04.2013   14.00h

ERASMUS GUEST LECTURE BY CRISTIAN SUAU 
MANIFESTO FOR MINIMUM DWELLINGS: 
AGAINST OVERSIZED ARCHITECTURE


